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statutes on October 1, 2017

Lodging tax - what is it and what is it good for?

With the lodging tax, the guest's expenses for the possibility of
a privately arranged, paid overnight stay in an accommodating
facility are taxed.

The lodging tax is - like the dog tax and the second home tax - a
local expense tax. Expense tax because a "special expense" is
taxed, i.e. an income use for things that go beyond the
satisfaction of general living needs.

The legal basis is the statute on the levying of an
accommodation tax in the state capital Dresden of May 7th,
2015.

Taxes - like the lodging tax - are not levied for a specific purpose,
but serve as a general source of income for the city budget. The
most important municipal expenses that are covered from the
city of Dresden's budget are social benefits and the
construction and maintenance of schools and day-care centers,
but cultural facilities and sports facilities are also financed from
the city's budget.

Who is taxed?

In principle, all persons who pay private accommodation in
hotels, inns or boarding houses, holiday accommodation or
similar accommodation facilities as well as on campsites in
Dresden are subject to the lodging tax, unless there is an
exceptional tax exemption (see below). Overnight stays on
mobile home sites are subject to tax if special sanitary facilities
are offered.

How much is the lodging tax and when is it due?

The lodging tax depends on the amount spent for each night of
the lodging (including VAT). If several people pay a uniform
(joint) room price, each guest will be charged an amount that
corresponds to dividing this price by the number of guests
accommodated for it.

The lodging tax is one fifteenth of the fee owed for the
individual overnight stay, rounded down to full euro cents.

A guest stays - for example - five nights in a single room, which
costs 65 euros per night without breakfast. A fifteenth of the
fee owed for the individual overnight stay (65 euros / 15) is
4.333 euros, rounded off to full euro cents, the tax amount is
4.33 euros for one overnight stay. The total tax amount for the
entire accommodation is 21.65 euros (5 nights x 4.33 euros tax
amount).

The lodging tax must be paid at the latest on the last day of your
stay, i.e. usually on departure, at the accommodation facility.

Important:

Please understand that the operator of your accommodation is
obliged to collect the lodging tax from you. If you feel unjustly
burdened by your host, please pay the lodging tax first and
claim a refund afterwards from the tax and city treasury office
of the state capital Dresden. The contact details can be found
on the back of this information sheet.

Are there tax exemptions?

Not taxed:

B accommodations if they serve exclusively professional
purposes or are necessary for reasons of professional
training or further education,

B children up to their majority,

B Severely disabled persons with a degree of disability of 80
or more as stated in a corresponding ID card

B in the case of severely disabled persons with a degree of
disability of 80 or more and the mark "B" as stated in a
corresponding ID card, an accompanying person.

Important:

Please understand that the operator of your accommodation is
obliged to note your name, home address, date of birth and
date of arrival and departure and have you sign it, provided that
no lodging tax is collected on the basis of a tax exemption. This
applies to children under the age of 18 only if they are not
accompanied by adults.

How can the accommodation guests prove the professional
reason for their overnight stay or a tax exemption to the
accommodation company?

Employees and people in vocational training or advanced
trainingeducation:

For this group of people, an informal certificate from the
employer or the educational institution is sufficient. This
certificate must expressly refer to a professional reason for the
overnight stay or to vocational training and contain at least the
following information:

B the name and address of the employer or the educational
institution and

B the name and date of birth of the accommodation guest
and

B the accommodation period.



Self-employed / freelancers:

Anyone who is self-employed, freelance or commercially can
certify the professional necessity of their accommodation by
self-confirmation on the officially prescribed form (a sample of
this form can be found on the website of the state capital
Dresden).

Children or guests under the age of 18:

Here, for example, it is sufficient to state the age on the
registration form, which the parents or accompanying persons
fill out and thereby confirm the information. It is important that
an adult contact person (parents) can be named upon request,
who confirms that the tax-exempt guest was a minor during the
stay.

Severely disabled people / companions:

In this case, it is sufficient to present the relevant severely
handicapped ID card.

What are the consequences of an incorrect certificate?

The guest or employer / principal confirms in the certificate that
the accommodation is necessary for professional / training or
further education reasons. If the certificates are incorrect, the
named persons are liable for the lost tax. Issuing a certificate
that is incorrect in terms of content can be prosecuted as a
misdemeanor or criminal offence.

As a guest, am | legally obliged to provide information about
the reason for my stay?

There is no obligation for the guest to state the reason for their
trip. If the guest refrains from stating and proving the
professional reason for the accommodation, a lodging tax must
be levied and paid.

Can a guest also submit proof of professional necessity later
and then receive a refund of the lodging tax?

If a lodging tax was levied for accommodation because the
guest has not provided proof of the professional / training or
further education-related necessity, the refund can be
requested from the tax and city treasury office of the state
capital Dresden with appropriate proof (copy of invoice and
certificate from the employer or educational institution). the
collected accommodation tax can be applied for.

Where can | get more information about the lodging tax in
Dresden?

Internet:
www.dresden.de/anliegen
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